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ETHICS OF PAID GAMETE DONATION
ETHICAL QUESTION :
Is it ethical to pay a donor for their 
gametes, or should donors be 
willing to donate intrinsically 
without outside persuasions?
INTRODUCTION
The donation of human gametes is not a new creation in the world of 
science, nor is it old, as it has only been around for about half a century. 
Novel discoveries on donation and usage of human gametes are still 
being made, and acceptance of the highly controversial ideas of gamete 
donation and infertility procedures are still being discussed. The very first 
attempt at collecting human gametes began in the 1950‟s where male 
gametes, sperm, were frozen by cryogenics. It was not socially acceptable 
to donate sperm until about the 1970‟s where sperm banks opened and 
it became more acceptable by the public. Nearly a decade later, female 
gametes, eggs (or ovum), were donated to help infertile women be able to 
conceive. With the help of scientific reproduction such as assisted 
reproductive technologies (ART), men and women who once struggled 
with infertility were able to have a baby of their own. 
Today, sperm banks and ovum donations agencies are on the rise. 
Eager, prospective parents that are unable to conceive on their own often 
seek scientific help.  They are more than willing to spend the lavish 
expenses on human gametes and the procedures that go along with the 
process in order to have a family. It is debatable whether donors should 
be financially reimbursed for their donations of either sperm or eggs. For 
both parties, the recipient and the donor must go through an extensive 
and laborious process. The donation process for both males and females 
is not simple and requires an extensive background check of current 
medical history, past family medical and psychological history, lifestyle 
evaluation, and a self evaluation. 
Throughout this presentation, we will look into the pros and cons of 
paid gamete donation and you will be able to make your own decisions on 
whether or not this is an ethical process. 
PROS
The benefit of paying donors for their gametes allows a wider variety of 
donors for the recipients to choose from. The process of donation requires a 
very extensive checklist that allows soon-to-be parents to feel safe and 
secure knowing that all donors have a clean past medical history. Once 
donors are selected by recipients, time is taken from their schedules for the 
procedure. The process before becoming a donor along with the process after 
being a selected donor is not simple. With the potential of earning a large 
amount of money for something they already have, it makes it seem very 
ideal to donate one‟s sperm or eggs for a very rewarding financial benefit. 
Aside from potentially earning payment for donation, donors are also involved 
in helping a couple who struggle with infertility, or a couple who is unable to 
procreate because of sexual preference (i.e. homosexuality). 
A large amount of donors are college students, who range from ages 18-
30, are either in their undergraduate or graduate careers. The age of these 
college students, is most preferred by donor agencies and recipients. The 
price tag placed on male and female gametes is very eye-catching to 
students who are working on degrees, and it also allows the recipients to see 
that the donor is a hard-working individual. Payment is beneficial on both 
donor and recipient because it pays off for the extensive amount of time for 
the donation process, and for the recipient because it varies the donation 
population and allows for a recipient to get exactly what they want in a child. 
Once one questions the idea that donation should be truly altruistic, 
studies show that once payment is taken away, the donor pool drops 
dramatically. In Canada, payment for sperm was made illegal in 2004 
because “sperm was not considered a commodity.” The Canadian sperm 
banks then noticed “a significant decrease in the number of men wishing to 
become semen donors once payment was banned” (Collier 2010). Without 
the large variety of donors there becomes a very limited donor pool to choose 
from which can then relate to an unexpected sibling relationship from the 
lacking amount of donors. The financial reimbursement has shown to keep 
the donor pools large and plentiful, and by taking the payment for gametes 
away, it shallows the number of donors and makes it difficult for prospective 
parents to select their preferred donor.
With graphical evidence showing that females are more likely to donate 
purely because of altruism and males more so because of financial reasons 
(Almeling 2006), the financial reimbursement is a safety cushion to ensure 
soon-to-be parents that they get exactly what they pay for.  
CONS
Gamete donation, was rejected by most of the respondents (78%) to the 
study, “Attitude to sperm donation among medical students in 
Enugu, South-Eastern Nigeria”, most for reasons that conflicted with either 
their religion or moral beliefs. Morals, although they may seem insignificant 
to this case, noting that the deed, when surfaced, protrudes that of a solely 
altruistic act, indeed play a heavy role. 
The main point that one should become familiar with in this case would 
be whether the act of donation is actually prompted by an altruistic motive. 
Meaning, is the act of donation forwarded in the sense of helping an 
unfortunate individual, or does some form of potential payment prompt the 
decision? 
Another flaw in gamete donation would be whether the child would grow 
up in a split household, or a poor household for that matter. It is typically 
hard for single or divorced parents to raise a child, and all too many times, 
people hear of mates leaving their spouse as soon as a child comes into 
the picture, leaving him or her stranded with a child to raise on their own. 
Depending on the circumstance of the recipient, gamete donation could 
potentially propagate a situation as such. Will the child ever know their real 
father or mother? In most cases of gamete donation, the donors would not 
want their personal information disclosed to the recipient–for the fear of 
actually meeting the child. Not only should the child be able to actually 
meet their genetic parents, but should also be raised by them; which is 
also a growing problem in general. 
There are also potential side effects of egg extraction in women. Even a 
small slip up in the procedure could lead to infertility in the future. Twenty 
six percent of people who would donate form the study mentioned earlier 
would do so for financial reasons– which can be seen, perhaps as a 
cleaner, more indirect form of selling their bodies, but still selling ones 
body nonetheless.
DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS
After understanding both the pros and the cons of paying donors for 
their gametes, we can analyze each side of the argument. Some of the 
problems noted in the “cons” are that the procedure of extracting 
gametes is not ethical in some opinions due to religion, personal well-
being, and questions that may arise in a child later in their life. Also 
stated in our section of “cons” was that regardless of payment, the 
donation of gametes is a purely altruistic act because of the potential 
future flaws that may arise. If a child who was born from Advanced 
Reproductive Technology (ART), with its most common procedure 
known as In Vitro Fertilization (IVF), would the child prefer to know their 
biological parent? Would the parent‟s of the child allow the child to 
know that they were an IVF baby? These questions do arise and that is 
why donation agencies allow the donor and the recipient to either form 
a relationship, or not to form a relationship to prevent future 
confusions. Anonymity is vital in the process of donors for their own 
protection. 
With the fact that “infertility now affects one in six American 
couples, [infertility] is on the rise. According to a study by the National 
Center for Health Statistics, the incidence of infertility among married 
women aged 20 to 24, normally the most fertile age group, jumped 
177% between 1965 and 1982… As a result, more and more couples 
are turning to IVF” (Wallis 1984). The necessity of gamete donors rises 
along with the number of infertile couples. Another question in the IVF 
process arises: why can‟t a woman use her own eggs for IVF? This is 
because a woman undergoing IVF “only has a 15-20% of becoming 
pregnant with her own eggs; using an egg donor significantly improves 
a woman‟s chances of becoming pregnant” (Steinbock 2004).  It can 
be easily understood that a gamete donor, male or female, is helping 
an infertile couple. The advanced technologies of ART have come to 
help thousands of couples not only in America, but worldwide, achieve 
the “miracle of life.”
Viewing both sides on the ethics of paying a donor for their sperm or 
egg will raise question. It is an emotional subject to some because 
organ donation is not ethically sound in some people‟s opinions; to 
other‟s organ donation is simply a way to help someone.
CONCLUSION
With infertility being a prominent dilemma in humans, it would seem 
justified to promote donation of gametes to aid in their cause. Indeed cons 
are present in the idea of sperm/egg donation, but do the pros outweigh 
the cons? With heavy filtration systems cast upon both the donor and the 
recipient, middle ground should be sustained. That is – only presenting 
those which are capable of raising a child (although it may pan out to be 
subjective) with proper treatment resulting from gamete donation. This 
would also go along with the screening process in the donor (which is 
already upheld to prevent health/psychological problems), but more to 
subjectively determine whether the intent is solely a financial basis or if it 
is ethical in nature. Determining between these two dilemmas rules out the 
hazard which could potentially lead to the abuse of the system in order for 
a donor to earn more money without regards to a couple in need. Gamete 
donation and the process for the recipient is generally a safe practice, as 
long as it is heavily regulated in order to minimize abuse of the system.
ABSTRACT
This presentation shows the standing ethical questions in the aspect of 
gamete donation, analyzes them, and contrasts them. This article primarily 
focuses on whether it is ethical to pay a donor for their gametes (sperm or 
egg). Within this presentation, we question whether donation should be 
purely altruistic and not motivated by incentives. 
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